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Fall 2017 = Summer 20183
Program Guide

Our programs are free to residents of Des Moines
County unless otherwise noted in the progrom
description (Sometimes we charge a nominal fee
to help cover the cost of materials). We charge $1
per student for any programs given to residents
outside Des Moines County. This Program Guide is
meant only as a reference to programs we
currently of fer. We can develop new programs

based on your needs — just askl
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School Programs

Preschool Kindergarten
Classroom Programs

|

Buzzing Bees

Do you know what honey bees need to
survive”? Learn about honey and the jobs
of the queen bee, worker bee, and drone
bee. Three children dress up in costumes
to act out a day in a honeybee hive.
Program length: 30 min

Supports: LS1.C Organization for Matter

and Energy Flow in Organisms

Eggs Eggs Eggsl!

We read the book "Chickens Aren't the
Only Ones” by Ruth Heller to learn about
some of the amazing animals that lay
eggs of different shopes, sizes, and
colors. Children get to meet Nugget..a
real live chicken!

Program length: 30 min

Leaf Man

Children learn about the changes
occurring in fall and use their
imaginations during a reading of “Leaf
Man” by Lois Ehlert. This program
includes a craft where children make
their own leaf creatures fo take home.
Seasonal: Fall Program

Program length: 30 min
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Salamander Room

This program begins with the book "The
Salamander Room” by Anne Mazer,
teaches children about the needs of
salomanders, and leads fo discussion of
whether it is ok to take animals from the
wild. Children get to meet a live
salomander!

Program length: 30 min

Supports: LS1.C Organization for Matter

and Energy Flow in Organisms

Sense-ational

How do onimals learn about the world
around them? Do we sense things in
similar ways? Learn about the & senses
by comparing our senses to those of
animals.

Program length: 30 min

Supports: LS1.D Information Processing

Penguins

Learn about the many different species
of penguins and eat like a penguin while
practicing some basic math! Children will
also get to see how they measure up to
Orville, the Emperor Penguin.

Seasonal: Winter Program

Program length: 30 min

Bear's Big Sleep (Puppet Play)

Bear needs help from all of his woodland
friends to find out how to get ready for
winter. This play is followed by an
interactive reading of the book “Bear
Snores On” by Karma Wilson.

Seasonal: Fall/Winter Program

Program length: 30 min
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Don’t Trash My Home (Puppet Play)
Litter is bod for the environment and the
animals that live in it. Woodland animals
teach children what they can do fo help.
This play is followed by a reading of the
book "The Day the Trash Came Out to
Play” by David M. Beadle.

Seasonal: Great for Earth Day (April
20"

Program length: 30 min

Supports: ESS3.C Human Impacts on
Earth Systems

New Hog on the Block (Puppet Play)
Follow groundhog to learn about what is
in o hobitat and the shelters animals
moke. This play is followed by a reading
of the book “Groundhog’s Dilemma” by
Kristen Remenar.

Seasonal: Great for Ground Hog's Day
(February 2nd)

Program length: 30 min

Supports: LS1.C Organization for Matter

and Energy Flow in Organisms

Turtle Is So Cold! (Puppet Play)

As the weather gets colder, turtle get
colder tool Meet turtles friends and help
him figure out what he needs to do fo
prepare for winter.

Seasonal: Fall/Winter Program

Program length: 30 min
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Under the Sea (Puppet Play)

Learn about the perils o baby sea turtle
foces as he learns obout different
animals in the ocean. This play is
followed by o game where children
pretend to be sea turtles crawling o the
ocean.

Program length: 30 min

Where's My Home? (Puppet Play)

Follow turtle as he looks for a home to
call his own and realizes he carries
shelter around with him all the time. This
play is followed by a reading of the
book "‘Box Turtle ot Long Pond” by
William T. George.

Program length: 30 min

Who's Your Mama? (Puppet Play)
Kids learn what happens to a baby

opossum when he does not listen to his
mama. After the play we learn some
fascinating facts about opossums!

Program length: 30 min

PreschoolField Trip Programs

Touch of Nature

A basic, friendly introduction to nature
allowing children to use their five senses
to distinguish between living and nonliving
things.

Program length: 1-1.5 hours

Supports: LS1.D Information Processing

Kindergarten Field Trip Programs

Habitat Sweet Habitat
Find out what makes up an animal’s
home and which animals live where.

Program length: Average 3 hours
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Seasons of Change

Learn how the seasons change and how
these changes affect plants, animals,
and people.

Program length: Average 3 hours

First Grade

Classroom Programs

Amazing Animal Parents

There are all types of animal parents in
this worldl We will talk about some of
the different parenting styles animols
have and how their of fspring survives.
Program length: 30 min

Supports: LS1-2/LS1.B Growth and

Development of Organisms

Camouflage

Why do animals have stripes, spots, and
certain color patterns? We read the
book “Secrets of Animal Camouflage” by
Carron Brown and discuss the advantage
of blending in.

Program length: 30 min

Supports: LS1-2/LS1.B Growth and

Development of Organisms

Singing Frogs (upcoming)

Students learn about the many songs of
frogs while making their own sounds to
mimic them.

Program length: 30 min

Supports: 1-PS4-1/PSHA Wave

/Dro,oerﬂes
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Stuck on You! (upcoming)

Students learn about biomimicry and
discover ways plant and animal
odop‘rions can inspire human invention.
Program length: 30 min

Supports: 1-LS1-1/LST.A Structure and

Function

Trees are Terrific!
Learn the parts of a free while the entire
class becomes a tree.

Program length: 30 min
Supports: 1-LS1-1/LST.A Structure and

Function

Field Trip Programs

Perfect Plants
Go inside o tree to learn obout plant

parts and their functions.

Supports: NGSS

Weird Wild & Wacky Weather

Discover what makes weather happen

ond how it affects our environment.

Supports: NGSS

Second Grade
Classroom Programs

5 Classes of Animals

Scientists classify all vertebrate animals
into Classes. Children learn the
choracteristics of & vertebrate Closses
as they dress up as different animals.
Program length: 30 min

Supports: 2-LS4-1/LSH.D Biodiversity

aond Humans
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Animal Signs

Wildlife con be secretive and dif ficult to
see when you are ouf in the woods.
Learn how to read the signs so you can
tell the stories of lowa's wildlife.
Program length: 30 min

Supports: 2-LS4-1/LSH.D Biodiversity

and Humans

Animals in Winter

Learn how animals survive the winter.
This program includes an outdoor activity
that further explores hibernation and
winter shelters. The outside temperature
needs to be less than 50 degrees
Fahrenheit for the experiment.

Seasonal: Fall/Winter Program

Program length: 45 min

Supports: 2-LS4-1/LS4.D Biodiversity

and Humans

Bee a Pollinator

Students will explore the process of
pollination through hands on activates
and experiments.

Program length: 45 min

Supports: 2-LS2-1/LS2.A Interdependent

Relationships in Ecosystems
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Water Cycle

How much freshwater is there on Earth?
Children become a water molecule and
flow through the water cycle during o
honds on activity.

Program length: 45 min

Supports: 2-ESS2-3/ESS2.C The Roles

of Water in Earth’s Surface Processes

Where Did My Soil Go? (upcoming)

Students investigate how water can
change the land and come up with ways
to prevent erosion in this hands-on
program.

Program length: 45 min

Supports: 2-ESS2-1/ESS2.A Lorth
Materials and Systems; ETS1.C Optimizing
the Design Solution

Field Trip Programs

Amazing Animals
Learn to move like an animal, make
tracks, and see a beaver's special

watery adaptations.

Supports: NGSS

Super Seeds
Discover how seeds grow, what they
need to survive, and how they move

around.

Supports: NGSS
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Third Grade

Classroom Programs
Bird Beaks

Birds come in all kinds of shapes and

|

sizes. This program includes a hands-on
activity that guides student investigations
intfo adoptations and why birds have

dif ferent beaks.

Program length: 45 min
Supports: 3-L.S4-3/L.S%.C Adaptation

Owlsl!

Who cooks for you..who cooks for you
all? Children learn characteristics of the
most common owls in lowa. This progrom
includes an owl pellet dissection and
there is an additional cost per student fo
cover the cost of supplies.

Cost: $1.25 per student

Program length: 1 hour
Supports: 3-L.S4-3/LS%.C Adaptation

The Web of Life

"“When we try to pick out anything by
itself, we find it hitched to everything
else in the Universe.” Through hands-on
activity students will have a better
understanding of the connection between
all living things.

Program length: 45 min

Supports: LS2.A Interdependent

Relationships in Ecosystems
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Field Trip Programs

Can You Dig It
An introduction to fossils, the history of
the Carth, ond whot it is like to be a

paleontologist.

Supports: NGSS

Changing Landscapes
Learn the basics of erosion, weathering,
cave formation, and other changes in the

Earth's surface.

Supports: NGSS

Fourth Grade

Classroom Programs

Batty Basics

Do you have what it takes o be a little
brown bat? Students learn about bats by
visiting five interactive stations to see
how they measure up fo a little brown
bat.

Program length: 45 min

Supports: 4-LST-1/LST.A Structure and

Function

Birds of a Feather

Birds have many adaptations that make
them dif ferent from any other group of
animals. We discuss whot makes a bird a
bird and students work in groups fo
identify mystery birds.

Program length: 45 min

Supports: 4-L.ST-1/LST.A Structure and

Function
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Fossil Dig

Become a paleontologist for the day!
Through hands-on activity, this program
defines what o fossil is, how it is
formed, and what paleontologists can
learn from studying them.

Program length: 45 min
Supports: 4-ESS3-1/ESS1.C The History

of Planet Earth

Build a Pollinator

Learn how plants atftract pollinotors and
discover the strucfures that make these
plants and animals unique. Students build
their ultimate pollinator!

Program length: 45 min

Supports: 4-LS1-1/ LST.A: Structure and

Function

Who Polluted the Mississippi?

Through an inferactive story, this
program demonstrates how pollution
from many different sources adds up.
We all have a role to play!

Program length: 45 min
Supports: 1-ESS3-1/ES53. A Natural

Resources

Field Trip Programs

Supports: NGSS

Supports: NGSS
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Supports: NGSS

Fifth Grade

Classroom Programs

Program length:
Supports: NGSS

Program length: 45 min
Supports: 3 - -

Program length: 45 min
Suppor‘rs: 3- - -









