











infrastructure.

If the emergency event caused portion(s) of the C-WES, C-SES and/or C-BESS to
become inoperative, while otherwise structurally sound, the Owner and/or
Operator shall either repair and reactivate or repower them within three-hundred
sixty-five (365) days of the damage event, or initiate decommissioning, subject to
the requirements outlined in Article Xl of this Ordinance.

a) In any applicable instance where decommissioning has not commenced
within three hundred sixty-five (365) days of the emergency event, the
County may initiate the process using funds from the financial security set
aside in Article XIII, Section E of this Ordinance.

b) If such funds are utilized by the County for cleanup purposes, the final cost
of these activities shall be added onto the amount of the decommissioning
bond any remaining portions of the C-WES, C-SES and/or BESS at the time
of the next renewal, as outlined in Article XlIl, Section E(3) of this
Ordinance.

The Board of Supervisors may extend any of the preceding deadlines in any
instance where the removal and restoration cannot be completed within that
timeframe, due to long-term weather conditions and/or state or federal regulatory
requirements.
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Purpose. Given that the infrastructure associated with Wind, Solar and Battery Storage
Systems has a useful life of limited duration, it is necessary to ensure that each System
and all of its components are safely removed from the site once they cease to be
operational, and that such removal activities do not place any financial obligation on the
County and its taxpayers.

Decommissioning Standards. The decommissioning of a Commercial Wind or Solar
Energy System, and/or a Commercial Battery Energy Storage System, shall comply with
the following minimum standards, regardless of whether said decommissioning occurs
as planned at the end of its operational lifespan, or as a result of abandonment or
damage from an emergency event:

i

All structures, utility lines, and equipment associated with the C-WES, C-SES
and/or C-BESS shall be removed, including the entirety of any such structures
located below ground level.

a) The requirement for complete underground removal may be waived if
written permission has been obtained from any individual participating
property owner(s), and the waiver shall apply only to those specific
propert(ies). Such documentation shall be submitted to the Board of
Supervisors prior to the start of decommissioning.

Following the removal of structures, utility lines and equipment, all remaining
materials and debris shall be removed, and the site shall be inspected to identify
the presence of any potentially hazardous substances or contaminants. Such
substances shall be removed and remediated in accordance with any and all
applicable state and federal laws at the time of decommissioning.

All structural components removed from the site of a C-WES, C-SES, and/or
C-BESS shall be recycled to the maximum extent feasible, and under no
circumstances shall any portion of a wind turbine, solar array or battery be
disposed of in a landfill within Des Moines County.

All areas of soil that had been disturbed to construct and operate the C-WES,
C-SES and/or C-BESS shall be graded, reseeded, and otherwise restored to their
condition prior to the establishment of the System(s), with the Corn Suitability
Rating (CSR) value being no less than ninety-five (95) percent of the pre-
construction CSR value for the same location.

a) The CSR requirement may be waived if written permission has been
obtained by any individual participating property owner(s), and the waiver
shall apply only to those specific propert(ies). Such documentation shall be
submitted to the Board of Supervisors prior to the start of
decommissioning.

Deconstruction activities shall not exceed three-hundred sixty-five (365)
consecutive days in total duration, from commencement to conclusion.

a) The Board of Supervisors may extend this deadline in any instance where
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the removal of large equipment cannot be completed within that
timeframe, due to long-term weather conditions that prevent their safe
transport on County roadways.

Decommissioning Plan - Submission Requirements. Prior to the approval of a Siting

Permit for a C-WES, C-SES and/or C-BESS, the Developer shall submit a
Decommissioning Plan to the Administrator, which complies with all requirements listed
in Section B of this Article and includes each of the following:

1.

A description of the planned procedure to remove all structures, utility lines, and
other equipment associated with the C-WES, C-SES and/or C-BESS, along with any
remaining materials or debris.

a) This shall include a description of the process through which the site will
be inspected to identify any hazardous substances or contaminants that
may have been deposited on or below the ground surface, as well as the
process to remove and remediate those materials.

A description of the planned procedure to restore all previously disturbed land to
its condition prior to the construction of the C-WES, C-SES and/or C-BESS.

A description of the disposal process for the major components of each C-WES,
C-SES and/or C-BESS, including wind turbines (tower, blade, and nacelle), solar
arrays and battery equipment, which shall include evidence that the recycling of
all such components was thoroughly evaluated and will be undertaken to the
maximum extent feasible.

Documentation of existing conditions prior to the establishment of the C-WES,
C-SES and/or C-BESS.

a) This shall include aerial and ground level photographs, written
descriptions, or any other such documentation that the Board deems
necessary to document the existing condition of the properties involved.

b) Specific measurements shall be provided for the Corn Suitability Rating
(CSR) and the extent of soil compaction.

C) Agricultural drainage systems shall be documented through field surveys
and landowner input.

An estimate of the total cost for the decommissioning of the C-WES, C-SES and/or
C-BESS, as outlined further in Section D of this Article, along with a written
financial plan that adequately ensures that the Owner and/or Operator will be
able to supply the necessary funds at the time of decommissioning.

a) The financial plan shall stipulate that all costs associated with the
decommissioning of the C-WES, C-SES and/or C-BESS shall be borne
entirely by the Owner and/or Operator, without any assistance from the
County.

b) The financial plan shall stipulate that the terms will apply to all future
successors, assigns, or heirs to which responsibility for operating the
System may be transferred at a later date.

49



An estimate for the length of time for on-site deconstruction activities, which shall
not exceed three hundred sixty-five (365) consecutive days in total duration.

A statement that the Owner and/or Operator will notify the County at least three-
hundred sixty-five (365) days in advance of the planned decommissioning of a
C-WES, C-SES and/or C-BESS, and a description of the means by which the County
will be notified.

A statement that Des Moines County shall have access to the C-WES, C-SES
and/or C-BESS, and to the funds to effect or complete decommissioning no less
than three hundred sixty-five (365) consecutive days after the structure(s) have
ceased operations.

Cost Estimate. The following requirements shall apply to the cost estimate supplied by
the Developer, as stipulated in Section C(5) of this Article.

1.

At the Developer’s expense, the cost estimate shall be prepared by a professional
engineer licensed in the State of lowa.

The cost estimate shall encompass all costs associated with the decommissioning
of the C-WES, C-SES and/or C-BESS, including the deconstruction, transportation,
and disposal of equipment, as well as restoration of the soil to the pre-
development CSR value.

The cost estimate shall also include the anticipated cost of repairing roadways or
other infrastructure following the removal and transport of all equipment,
calculated under the same procedure outlined in Section C of Article VIII.

The cost estimate shall also include the cost of providing liability insurance
coverage to the County, in the event that the Developer’s liability insurance
coverage lapses for any reason.

When preparing the cost estimate, under no circumstances shall the salvage
value of the equipment be deducted from the total cost of decommissioning.

The County shall obtain an independent third-party review of the supplied cost
estimate, and the Developer shall reimburse the County for the cost of conducting
this review.

a) If the third-party review does not support the estimate supplied by the
Developer, the Developer shall supply the County with an explanation of
the discrepancy, obtained either through further consultation with their
engineer, the third party reviewer, and/or other licensed professional(s).

b) Approval of the Decommissioning Plan shall be contingent on the submittal
of a revised cost estimate that is supported by the third-party reviewer.

In order to account for inflation and any unanticipated future trends and
influences, the cost estimate shall be reevaluated and updated three (3) years
after the approval of a Siting Permit, and at every subsequent three (3) year
interval, following the same process undertaken in the initial calculation.
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Financial Security. Any and all costs associated with the decommissioning of a C-WES,
C-SES and/or C-BESS shall be paid for entirely by the Owner and/or Operator, without
any assistance from the County or individual landowners in the project area.

1.

Prior to the approval of a Siting Permit for a C-WES, C-SES, and/or C-BESS, the
Developer shall provide the Board of Supervisors with a surety bond for financial
security. This shall be used to complete the decommissioning of the C-WES, C-SES
and/or BESS, should the Owner and/or Operator fail to do so.

The bond shall cover no less than one-hundred fifty (150) percent of the cost
estimate outlined in Section D of this Article.

Following the approval of a Siting Permit for a C-WES, C-SES and/or BESS, the
Owner and/or Operator shall continually renew the bond every three (3) years
throughout the operational lifespan of the System. At the time of each renewal,
the cost estimate shall be reevaluated under the same procedure as outlined in
Section D of this Article, and the bond shall cover no less than one-hundred fifty
(150) percent of the updated estimate for total cost.

The Owner and/or Operator shall provide the Board with a notice of their intent to
continue operations no less than one hundred and eighty (180) days prior to the
three (3) year anniversary of the previous bond filing or renewal, and shall supply
the renewed bond to the Board no less than ninety (90) days prior to that
anniversary.

a) If the bond has not yet been renewed at ninety (90) days prior to the
anniversary of the previous bond filing or renewal, then the Owner and/or
Operator shall take the steps to begin the decommissioning of the C-WES,
C-SES and/or C-BESS at that time.

Each time that the bond is filed or renewed, it shall be accompanied by a written
agreement that stipulates that it will apply to all future successors, assigns, or
heirs to which responsibility for operating the System may be transferred between
the time of the filing and the next renewal.

The bond shall only be released once the Board of Supervisors can confirm that
the land has been restored to its condition prior to the construction of the C-WES,
C-SES and/or C-BESS, including the remediation of any contamination.

Confirmation of Decommissioning.

1

The Owner and/or Operator shall supply the County with documentation of on-site
conditions following the completion of decommissioning. This shall include aerial
and ground level photographs, descriptions of soil characteristics, and
documentation of the Corn Suitability Rating, both prior to its initial development
and after decommissioning.

The County may conduct its own inspection of the site, either directly or through
the use of a third-party consultant, and the Owner and/or Operator shall be
responsible for compensating the County for these activities.
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Determination of Abandonment. Any C-WES, C-SES and/or C-BESS, or portion thereof,

that has not been in operation for a period of three hundred sixty-five (365) consecutive
days shall be deemed to be abandoned by the Administrator, and notification of this
determination shall be submitted to the Owner and/or Operator at this time.

1.

Following the determination of abandonment, the Owner and/or Operator shall
within ninety (90) consecutive days, either reactivate each abandoned structure
or begin the process of dismantling and removing them.

a) This required timeframe for reactivation shall only be extended if the
Owner and/or Operator is able to provide sufficient evidence or
documentation to the Board of Supervisors that the failure to reactivate is
due to either a natural catastrophic event or a mechanical or technological
failure that the Owner and/or Operator is actively working to remedy at the
time.

If the Owner and/or Operator desires to reinstate and maintain operations for the
abandoned structures, they shall provide the Board of Supervisors with
substantial evidence of their intention and ability to do so within ninety (90)
consecutive days of the abandonment determination, and resubmit such
evidence every one-hundred eighty (180) days after the initial ninety (90) day
period.

In the absence of any intent to reinstate operations, failure to begin the
dismantling and removal of an abandoned structure within ninety (90)
consecutive days shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance, subject to
penalties as specified in Article |, Section G.

All on-site deconstruction activities shall be completed within three-hundred sixty-
five (365) consecutive days of commencement.

If the abandoned structures are not removed as required, the Board may initiate
the removal of the C-WES, C-SES and/or C-BESS using the funds set aside
through the surety bond, as outlined in Section E of this Article. As needed, the
Board may take any other legally authorized steps to recover the cost of the
removal, including the sale of removed materials, or initiation of judicial
proceedings against the Owner and/or Operator.
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